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2nd Chance education (opportunity to catch up an educational qualification) 
Fact Sheet - making up for compulsory school leaving certificate (lower secondary school 
competition certificate) 
 
What is it all about? 
 
The “Kärntner Volkshochschule” offers courses for adults and young people that are free of cost in 
order to make up for compulsory education. People can attend this educational program from 
anywhere in Carinthia. Our goal is that many people can achieve this missing educational background 
because that’s the basis for all types of further education. 
 
Requirements: 
 

 Minimum age: 16 years 
 No or negative qualification of year 8 
 Knowledge of the German language should be A2 level (CEFR) 
 The recognition of educational achievements is possible 

 
How it works: 
 
There are a total of 6 exams that have to be passed during this course. There are 4 exams in 
compulsory subjects (German, English, Mathematics and Career Orientation) and 2 exams of 3 
optional subjects (creativity and design, health and social care, nature and technology). The 
participants can choose two out of three optional subjects, depending on the field of interest. The 
compulsory school-leaving certificate can be achieved in three semesters. The fall semester starts in 
September and the summer semester starts in February. The lessons take place on 2 to 4 evenings 
per week.  During the regular school holidays there will be no lessons. Furthermore, students get also 
the chance to attend excursions and further optional subjects. Finally, there will be the opportunity to 
get free consultation and accompanying support during this program.  
 
The course registration takes place directly at the office of the “Kärntner Volkshochschule”. In order to 
find the perfect offer there will be a counseling interview for interested people before the courses start.  
 
 
What are the benefits for participants? 
 

 The compulsory school-leaving certificate is the basis for all types of further education. Without 
this certificate there is no chance for an apprenticeship or secondary school education. 

 This certificate increases the chances of achieving a better job in the future 
 Diploma holders will get the chance to be more independent in everyday life 
 Quality of life will be optimized 
 The “Kärntner Volkshochschule” will carry out all formalities and administrative procedures.  


